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But shooting was not his only form of contact
with'nature. " As you approached Annila," says
von Konow, " you could be certain of coming
across Janne, a tall, slender boy, wandering about
in the neighbourhood with a butterfly net in his
hand and a tin for plants strapped on to his back.
Janne's collection of plants was the best in our
form. The study of nature in every form was his
main interest during the early years of his boyhood.
On the other hand, to boys' ordinary games, such
as ball games, running races and wrestling, he was
indifferent."

A lad of young Jean Sibelius' character could not
have been an ideal pupil at school. Von Konow's
evidence leaves no doubt of his having left much to
be desired in this respect:

" Janne found it difficult to sit still during lessons
and listen to things that did not interest him in the
least. He sat, buried in thought and would be quite
absent-minded, when questioned suddenly. On
such occasions our beloved headmaster, Gabriel
Geitlin, would look at him reproachfully and say
with a deep sigh: * Good gracious, Sibelius is in
another world again !' A sigh from Geitlin was
considered worse than a bad mark in the day-book.

" But if Janne was called up to the blackboard
during a lesson in mathematics, he was obliged,
willy-nilly, to collect his thoughts, and then he did
excellently. His gift for mathematics was un-
doubted and he also excelled in the natural history